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MANAGING WITH LOW MILK PRICES TO BE ADDRESSED AT roundtable DISCUSSIONS 
Dairy Producers Can Share Ideas; Find Solutions with Advice from Financial Experts

HARRISBURG – Dairy producers and managers faced with depressed milk prices can share ideas and find solutions for managing through the current environment at dairy roundtable meetings hosted by the Center for Dairy Excellence with Penn State Cooperative Extension and the Penn State Dairy Alliance. 
Three meetings are slated this month in Blair, Centre and Lancaster counties, featuring business experts from Farm Credit.  The meetings are free of charge and lunch is provided. 
“The current economic situation in the dairy industry has put many of Pennsylvania’s dairy farms in jeopardy,” said John Frey, executive director of the Center for Dairy Excellence. “The meetings will bring producers together to share ideas on managing their dairies through this downturn and how to improve short-term and long-term cash flow.”
The meetings dates and locations are:

· Tuesday, March 17, from 10:00 a.m. – 1 p.m. at Celebration Hall, 2280 Commercial Boulevard, State College, Pa.

· Thursday, March 26, from 11:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. at the Martinsburg Airport, 2 Airport Drive, Martinsburg, Pa.

· Monday, March 30, from 11:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. at the Lancaster Farm and Home Center, 1383 Arcadia Road, Lancaster, Pa.

Gary Snider, farm business consultant with Western New York Farm Credit, will be the guest speaker in State College and Martinsburg. Snider has a strong reputation for helping dairy farms in the Northeast identify key areas to improve cash flow and profitability. 
Mike Hosterman, agriculture business consultant for AgChoice Farm Credit, will be the featured speaker in Lancaster. Hosterman provides business planning consulting expertise for dairy and other agri-businesses in the AgChoice region. 
“Producers who want to find ideas and are willing to make adjustments based on what they learn should plan to attend one of the meetings,” says Frey. “We encourage them to bring ideas for improving cash flow to share with the group, and for each one idea they bring, we hope they walk away with four new ones to consider.”

Although participation is free, reservations are required. Any dairy producer interested in attending should contact the Center for Dairy Excellence at 717-346-0849 or visit www.centerfordairyexcellence.org to register. Click on “Upcoming Dairy Industry Events” in the middle of the home page, then on “Dairy Roundtable Discussions.”

###
The Center for Dairy Excellence is an initiative of the Department of Agriculture and was launched in January 2004 by Governor Edward G. Rendell. Bringing together people from more than 40 different dairy organizations in Pennsylvania, the Center’s mission is to enhance the profitability of the dairy industry by empowering people, creating partnerships, and increasing the availability and use of resources. Learn more about the Center at www.centerfordairyexcellence.org.
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