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ZEPP TO LEAD PENNSYLvanIA DAIRY 
RISK MANAGEMENT INITIAITIVES
Former Adams County Dairy Farmer Brings First-hand Insight to Position
HARRISBURG – Alan N. Zepp, an Adams County native, has been chosen to lead risk management training and support initiatives for dairy producers on behalf of the Center for Dairy Excellence, the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture and the Risk Management Agency. 
As risk management specialist, Zepp will develop risk management strategies for Pennsylvania dairy producers and provide support for the use of the LGM for Dairy insurance program.  
“Alan has 33 years of experience as a dairy producer and understands the pressures dairy producers face in terms of managing their cash flow and on-farm profitability,” said John Frey, executive director of the Center for Dairy Excellence. “His role with the center will be to help producers develop comprehensive strategies to mitigate their price risk and protect dairy profit margins.”
Zepp, a graduate of Penn State University, has been the sole proprietor of Zeppdale Farms, a 500-acre dairy farm in New Oxford, since 1986.  Last year, he sold the dairy herd to young producers just starting out in the local community. 
Currently, Zepp serves as chair for the Straban Township Planning Commission and the board of directors of Penn State Cooperative Extension in Adams County. He also serves on the board of the Adams County Conservation District and was a 4-H leader for 25 years. 
“Alan serves as a mentor to the producers who purchased his dairy herd and is a trusted advisor to other young people in the dairy industry,” Frey said. “This mentoring experience, combined with his understanding of the dairy business and risk management options available to producers, will make him an invaluable resource for Pennsylvania’s dairy industry.”
Zepp replaces Willard Lemaster, who served as risk management specialist prior to being named the executive director for the Center for Beef Excellence. Zepp and his wife Cindy have three grown children.
For more information about the Center for Dairy Excellence and risk management resources available to Pennsylvania dairy producers, call 717-346-0849 or visit www.centerfordairyexcellence.org. 

###
The Center for Dairy Excellence is an initiative of the Department of Agriculture and was launched in January 2004 by Governor Edward G. Rendell. Bringing together people from more than 40 different dairy organizations in Pennsylvania, the Center’s mission is to enhance the profitability of the dairy industry by empowering people, creating partnerships, and increasing the availability and use of resources. Learn more about the Center at www.centerfordairyexcellence.org.
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